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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (CuTtently Amended) The method of claim ij^ wherein disconnected content is 
content that docs not require a bi-directional connection to a remote information store. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method in claim + 21. wherein executing a connected- 
content trigger comprises at least one of establishing and maintaining a bi-direcUonal connection 
to a remote information store. 

4-22. (Canceled). 
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23. (New) In an interactive television system lhat includes a receiver having 
customizable configuration information specifying whether tho receiver is connected or 
disconnected, wherein the receiver can receive both connected content that can be accessed when 
the receiver is connected and disconnected content that can be accessed when the receiver is 
disconnected, a method for preventing a viewd- from being interrupted by links to inaccessible 
connected content when the receiver is disconnected, the method comprising: 

storing configuration information that can be customized to control when 
the receiver will filter out or execute a connecled^ntcnl trigger that links to 
connected content, wherein the receiver will only execute a connected-content 
trigger and tliercby access the connected content when tlie configuration 
information specifies that the receiver is coimccted; 

receiving a connected-content trigger Unking to connected content, the 
trigger including a connectivity value distinguishing the trigger as a connected- 
content t'iggor and specifying that the trigger should not be ignored when the 
configuration information specifies that the receiver is disconnected; and 

executing the connected-content trigger only when the configuration 
information specifics lhat tho receiver is connected, wherein the configuration 
information can be modified to selectively control times in which the receiver is 
connected and times in which the receiver is disconnected, and wherein the 
connected- content trigger can be received while the receiver is connected or 
disconnected. 

24. (New) A method as recited in claim 23, wherein executing a connected-content 
trigger comprises displaying infonnation associated with the comieeted-content trigger. 

25. A method as recited in claim 23, wliercin executing a connected-content trigger 
comprises distinguishing the content trigger as a connected-content trigger based on the 
connectivity value. 
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26. (New) A method as recited in claim 23, further comprising: 

modifying the cotl figuration information ftom specifying that the receiver is 
disconnected to specifying that the receiver is connected. 

27. (New) A method as recited in claim 26. wherein the configuration information is 
remotely modified by a third party. 

28. (New) A method as recited in claim 26, wherein the configuration infonnation is 
modified by a user of the receiver. 

29. (New) A method as recited in claim 26, wherein the receiver receives and executes a 
connected-content trigger after the configuration in/bnnation specifies that the receiver is 
connected. 

30. (New) A method as recited in claim 26, wherein the connected-content trigger is 
received by the receiver when the configuration information specifies that the receiver is 
disconnected, and wherein the receiver stores the coimected-contcnt trigger at least until the 
configuration infonnation specifies that the receiver is coimccted. 

31. (New) A method as recited in claim 30. wherein the receiver executes the connected- 
content trigger at a later time when the configuration information specifies that tlie receiver is 
connected. 

32. (New) A method as recited in claim 23, fiirther comprising: 

modifying the configuration infonnation to change tlic receiver fit>m being connected 
to disconnected. 



33, (Now) A method as recited in claim 32. wherem the configuration infonnation is 
remotely modified by a third party. 
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34, (New) A method as recited in claim 32, wherein the configuration information is 
modi fied by a user of the receiver. 

35, (New) A method as recited in claim 23, wherein the configuration infonnation is 
stored in a local memory of the receiver 
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36. (New) A receiver having customizable configuration information specifying 
whether tlie receiver is connecled or disconnected, wherein the receiver can receive both 
connected content that can be accessed when the receiver is connected and disconnected content 
that can be accessed when the receiver is disconnected, and wherein the receiver prevents a 
viewer from being interrupted by links to inaccessible connected content when the receiver is 
disconnected, the receiver comprising: 

means for storing configuration infoimation that can be customized to 
control when the receiver wiU filter out or execute a connected-content trigger 
that links to connected content, wherein the receiver will only execute a 
connected-content trigger and thereby access the coimcctcd content when the 
configuration information specifies that the receiver is connected; 

means for receiving a connected-content trigger linking to connected 
content, the trigger including a connectivity value distinguishing the trigger as a 
connected-content trigger and specifying that the trigger should not be ignored 
when the configuration information specifics that the receiver is disconnected; 
and 

means for executing the connected-content trigger only when the 
configuration infoimation specifies that the receiver is connected, wherein the 
configuration information can be modified to selectively control times in which 
the receiver is connected and times in which the receiver is discoimccted, and 
wherein the connected-content trigger can be received while the receiver is 
connected or disconnected. 

37. (New) A receiver as recited in claim 36, ftuther comprising means for modifying 
the configuration infonnatioru 

38, (New) A receiver as recited in claim 36. fiirlher comprising means for ' 
distinguishing connected-content triggers from disconnected content triggers. 
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39. (New) A system comprising: 

A receiver having customizable configuration infonnation specifying whether the 
receiver is connected or disconnected, wherein the receiver can receive both connected 
content that can be accessed when the receiver is connected and tlisconnecled content that 
can be accessed when the receiver is disconnected, and wherein the receiver prevents a 
viewer from being interrupted by links to inaccessible connected content when the 
receiver is disconnected, the receiver comprising; 

means for storing configuration information that can be customized to 
control when the receiver will filter out or execute a connected-content trigger 
that links to connected content, wherein the receiver will only execute a 
connected-content trigger and thereby access the connected content when the 
configuration infonnation specifies that the receiver is connected; 

moans for receiving a connected-content trigger linking to connected 
content, the trigger including a connectivity value distinguishing the trigger as a 
connected-content trigger and specifying that the trigger should not be ignored 
when the configuration information specifies that the receiver is disconnected; 
and 

means for executing the connected-content trigger only when the 
configuration information specifies that the receiver is comiected, wherein tlie 
configuration information can be modified to selectively control limes in which 
the receiver is connected and limes in which the receiver is disconnected, and 
wherein the connected-content trigger can be received while the receiver is 
connected or disconnected^ and 

a transmitter transmitting video and die trigger with the video. 



40. (New) A metliod as recited in claim 39. wherem the comiccted-content trigger is 
received by the receiver when the configuration information specifies that the receiver is 
disconnected, and wherein tho receiver stores the connected-content trigger at least until the 
configuration information specifies that tlie receiver is connected. 
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41. (New) A method as recited in claim 40, wherein the receiver executes the 
connected-content trigger at a later lime when the configuration infoimation specifies that the 
receiver is connected. 
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42. (New) A computer program product for use in an interactive television system 
that includes a receiver having customizable configuration information specifying whether the 
receiver is connected or disconnected, wherein the receiver can receive both connected content 
that can be accessed when the receiver is connected and disconnected content that can be 
accessed when the receiver is disconnected, the computer program product comprising one or 
more computer-readable media having computer-executable instractions for implementing a 
method for preventing a viewer from being interrupted by links to inaccessible connected content 
when the receiver is disconnected, the method comprising: 

storing configuration information that can be customized to control when 
the receiver will filter out or execute a comiectcd-content trigger that links to 
connected content, wherein tlie receiver will only execute a connected-content 
trigger and thereby access the connected content when the configuration 
infonnation specifics that the receiver is connected; 

receiving a connected-content trigger linkmg to connected content, the 
trigger including a connectivity value distinguishing the trigger as a connected- 
content trigger and specifying that the trigger should not be ignored when the 
configuration information specifies that the receiver is disconnected; and 

executing the connected-content trigger only when the configuration 
information specifies that the receiver is connected, wherein the configuration 
information can be modified to selectively control times in which the receiver is 
connected and times in which the receiver is disconnected, and wherein the 
comiccted-contcnt trigger caia be received while the receiver is connected or 
disconnected. 

43. (New) A computer-program product as recited in claim 42. fijrthor comprising 
modifying the configuration information. 
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44. (New) A computer-program product as recited in claim 42, wherein the 
connectcd-conteiit trigger is received by the receiver when the configuraUon information 
specifics that the receiver is disconnected, and wherein the receiver stores the connected-content 
trigger at least until the configuration information specifies that the receiver is connected. 

45. (New) A computer-prograra product as recited in claim 44, wherein the receiver 
executes the connected-content trigger at a later time when tlie configuration information 
specifies that the receiver is comiected. 



46. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 45. wherein the later time 
is an end of a delay period beginning upon receipt of the connected-content trigger. 

47. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 42, the method further 
comprising; 

receiving a discomiected-contcnt trigger; and 

distinguishing the disconnected-content trigger based on a connecrivity value associated 
with the disconnected-content trigger. 

48. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 47, the method ftulher 
comprising: 

executing tlie disconnected-content trigger. 



Page 10 of 13 



PA6E1S/18 ' RCVD AT 101812004 2:12:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I1 ' DNIS:8729306 « CSID:8013281707 ' DURATION (inin-ss):0M6 



